On January 29, Wikipedia made a tribute to
ISKCONDO by featuring a prominent reference to
the 50" anniversary of the Mantra-Rock Dance,
complete with an image of the famous promo-
tional poster with Srila Prabhupada, under its
“On This Day” section on the Main Page:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
with links to Srila Prabhupada’s and the Mantra-
Rock Dance’s full articles.

The feature stayed on the Main Page for 24
hours until midnight (UTC).

The Main Page is viewed by up to 30 mil-
lion visitors a day.

The Mantra-Rock Dance took place on
January 29, 1967 in San Irancisco and be-
came Srila Prabhupada’s first major preaching
event on the West Coast of the United States.
It was organized by then Mukunda Dasa,
Shyamasundara Dasa and Malati Dasi and
featured some of the iconic rock groups and
countercultural figures of the time.

Right: The Mantra-Rock Dance poster by Harvey W
Cohen (created December 19606)
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1SKCON Govardhan Eco Village Wins

Prestigious uNwTO Award in Tourism
By Yudhisthir Govinda Das, www.dandavats.com, January 27, 2017

heep://bit.ly/2k7NZY0

http://bit.ly/2kINZYO

Govardhan Eco Village

New Delhi — January 21, 2017: ISKCON
Govardhan Eco Village (GEV) won a prestigious
United Nations World Tourism Organization
(uxwto) Award for India on January 18" in
Madrid, leading over 55 countries in the cat-
egory of ‘Innovation in Non-Governmental
Organizations.’

The uNWTO awards are recognized as one
of the world’s most coveted awards in the
global tourism sector. The 13" edition of this
award saw 139 applications from 55 countries.

Govardhan Eco Village, spread over 70
acres in Wada near Mumbai, is the first Indian
NGO to win a UNWTO Award. It was recognized

Continued on page 6
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for its groundbreaking work in using eco-
tourism to reduce poverty and provide
sustainable livelihoods in one of the most
backward tribal regions of India.

“The unwtO Awards reflect the efforts
done worldwide by the tourism community
to foster innovation and the need of the sec-
tor to advance towards a more sustainable
and responsible future,” said Taleb Rifai,
UNWTO Secretary-General. He confirmed
that this year’s award had a special mean-
ing as the UN was celebrating 2017 as the
‘International Year of Sustainable Tourism
for Development.’

While expressing gratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the Ministry
of Tourism for supporting rural tourism,
Gauranga Das, President of Govardhan
Eco Village said, “It was an honor to rep-
resent the people of India at the United
Nations, and win this award for our country:.
We are grateful to unwto for spreading the
message of sustainability on a larger scale.”

He expressed his gratitude to His
Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada, Founder
of 1skcoN, Radhanath Swami, Founder of
Govardhan Eco Village and to the entire
community of ISKCON. “We hope to utilize
this honor to spread the message of peace,
harmony and sustainability to benefit those

L

who are the most deprived and need our help
the most,” he added.

Govardhan Eco Village has earlier won
several international and national Awards
including the International Green World
Award in South Korea, International Zero
Waste Award in the United Kingdom
(UK), International Built Environment
Award in UK, Aqua Excellence Award for
Sustainability initiatives in Social Sector,
and the Skoch Renaissance and Platinum
Award for Water Conservation.

Notes

The unwro has 157 countries as its
member-states besides 6 associate members
and over 500 affiliate members who repre-
sent the private sector, educational institu-
tions, tourism associations and local tourism
authorities.

Govardhan Eco Village is a model farm
community and retreat center highlighting
the need for us to live in harmony with our-
selves, nature and the sacred. It is a compre-
hensive model of sustainable, equitable, ex-
pansive and inclusive earth-honoring village
community life, based on traditional Indic
practices and ideals, carefully and mindfully
responding to the reality of our changing
planetary spaces.

New Delhi — 1skcon Govardhan Eco Village wins prestigious United Nations

Waorld “Tourism Organmization Award
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Dear Friends,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

In 1985 or thereabouts I visited, with a group of devotees, a Catholic high school, called Mary-Mother-of-the-
Sea, in San Pedro, California, just south of Los Angeles. We had been invited to present Krishna consciousness to
a group of students.

The presentation was made to a class of 18-year-olds, mostly high school seniors. Approximately 30 students
and six adults (two priests and four nuns) attended. We started out with a short kirtana with tamboura, karatalas,
and mrdanga. We then proceeded with a basic presentation of the Krishna consciousness philosophy. I did most
of the talking.

All in attendance were exceptionally quiet and unusually attentive. A few asked questions after the talk.

At the end of our one-hour “class,” one of the priests, a man of about 26 years of age, who was seated at the
rear of the classroom, invited us to his personal quarters, saying he wanted to discuss an issue with us.

When we sat with him in his office, he proceeded to tell us something that had been troubling him.

He told us that he held confessions each weekend and that he was disappointed in seeing that many of
the confessors reappeared on successive weekends, confessing to the same sins they had committed during
previous confessions. He wanted our perceptions on this situation.

Taking this as a cue for preaching the Krishna consciousness philosophy to a person of a different faith
confession, we did our best to explain that the process of atonement would not eradicate the desire to commit
sin, citing the teachings of Srila Prabhupada in the discussion of Maharaja Pariksit and Sukadeva Gosvami at
the beginning of the sixth canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam. In this section of the Srimad Bhagavatam, atonement
is compared to burning small plants whose roots would remain and cause the plants to regrow when optimal

conditions (like rainfall and sunshine) would prevail.
The young priest seemed satisfied with our answer and proceeded to give us a sealed envelope just before

we left his chambers.
On the drive back to New Dvaraka (the Los Angeles temple), about a 40-minute journey, we decided to open

the envelope. In it was a 50-dollar bill and no note.
We deduced that the priest had made this donation from his own pocket because he liked our explanation of

prayascitta, and that this theological explanation had solved his dilemma.

Your servant,

Mukunda Goswami



